418              THE COLLECTED WO&KS OF MA&ATMA GANDHI
Panditji himself was more usefully employed in organizing peace
brigades in Allahabad. And if he succeeds in forming genuine
Hindu-Muslim sangathans, he will have done service of a first class
order to the country. His decision to work from the bottom, in-
stead of through middlemen, must result in nothing but better
relations between Hindu and Mussalman masses.
MY REAL BUSINESS
The Conference Was an incidental business for me. My real
work lay among representative Hindus and Mussalmans. I had
therefore no hesitation in appealing to the audience at the Khilafat
Conference at Amritsar to suspend its sitting for the morning follo-
wing till the afternoon of that day to enable the leaders there present
to attend the informal meeting of representatives on the morning
of the 8th. To my great joy the whole audience adopted ray
suggestion for the waiting. And Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, the
President, Dr. Kitchlew and others with much inconvenience to
themselves came to Lahore for the meeting.
THE RESULT
It is hardly necessary for me to inform the reader that the
meeting Was arranged for the sole purpose of considering the ways
and means of easing the tension between Hindus and Mussalmans
and of establishing real peace between the two communities*
Among Mussalman outsiders, Hakim Sahib Ajmal Khan, the Ali
Brothers and Dr. Ansari were present, and among Hindu outsiders
Panditji Madan Mohan Malaviya Was present. The discussion
centred on the political causes of the tension. For they seemed
to be the predominant if not the only causes of tension between the
educated classes in the Punjab. Lalaji told me with great sorrow
that whereas formerly there Were cordial social relations between
educated Mussalmans and educated Hindus, now there Was growing
estrangement. The meeting therefore discussed the advisability
of revising the Lucknow Pact. The Punjab Mussalmans hold
that we have outgrown the Lucknow Pact, if it was not a blunder
in the very inception. They claim that whilst the communal feel-
ings run high and mutual distrust exists:
1.    There should be communal representation on a population
basis at least under a common electorate or separate if necessai^
There seemed to me to be general agreement among theirf
that separate electorate should be resorted to only at the instance
^minorities.
2.   There should be no favoured treatment to any sect,
TO sect should be represented above its numerical proportion...